A NEW ORIENTATION"

A year has passed since the ruinous clash of arms formally
ceased in Europe. The military operations against Japan also*
ended in a victory much earlier than expected. Tortured and
tormented for years ever since Fascism seized power in a series
of countries, the world heaved a sigh of relief, hoping for an
early peace, to be followed by political and economic reconst-
ruction on the basis of the grand democratic alliance which
rescued mankind from the deadly grip of fascist barbarism.
Hardly a year after the memorable day of deliverance, the great
expectations seem to have disappeared, leaving civilised human-
ity bewildered by the recriminations amongst the victorious
Powers, and dazed by the dread of yet another world war,
which may come, perhaps sooner than the anxiously anticipated
peace. The international situation is not only drifting towards
a dangerous direction; those who were expected to be the
saviours of a war-worn world seem to be pushing it recklessly
to the very brink of a perilous precipice. If the present chaos
of international relations continues, any day the hapless world
may go over, in a deadly crash, from which there will be no
recovery.
All thoughtful believers in a bright future of humanity must
be deeply perturbed by the gloomy perspective. But they must
not simply stand aghast, paralysed by the feeling of helplessness
amounting to fatalism. They must think furiously, so as to lay
* Statement on the international situation, issued by the Central
Political Council of the Radical Democratic Party of India, on the
basis of the discussion in the Political Camp held at Dehradun from
May 8th to 18th, 1946.